
Maged Atiya, CEO/CTO,  Speaks Out 

Elementary school students have no control over their parent’s household wages. 
They can’t help it if they get a free or reduced-fee lunch, and they can’t help it if 
their parents haven’t added money into their school accounts. Why should they 
su�er at the hands of bullies, and even worse, be singled out by lunch ladies or 
other adults when their accounts aren’t up to date or if their families are poor?

Lunch Shaming



Kids across America have had their arms stamped 
with “I need lunch money” or been given cold cheese 
sandwiches instead of a hot lunch. Some have had to 
work o� their debt by cleaning tables in front of 
students while others have watched cafeteria work-
ers throw out their lunch because they couldn’t pay. 
Some have to go into a special free-lunch line, mark-
ing them as needy.

When Padilla learned that the practice was still in 
force in some school districts, he decided to intro-
duce the Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act, 
which requires that all students have access to the 
same lunch, and ends practices like trashing lunches 
that have been served to students who can't pay, or 
making students do chores to work o� debt.

These barbaric practices need to stop in all schools, in 
all states. We must help our children succeed, not 
single them out for ridicule. 

Padilla said, “A 6-year-old maybe up to about an 11- Padilla said, “A 6-year-old maybe up to about an 11- 
or a 12–year-old, a 14-year-old, they have no power 
to �x this issue and to resolve this. If their parents 
have debt in the lunchroom, then that is not some-
thing that they have control over, and I don't know 
why we're punishing them. So this prohibits that — it 
outlaws that — and it focuses more on the child's 
well-being rather than the debt itself."

We here at ScholarChip are grati�ed to see that New 
Mexico has enacted this groundbreaking legislation.

Students tap their ID card at the ScholarChip cafeteria POS station 
and lunch purchases remain anonymous.

School districts like the one in Hamilton County, FL 
avoid the problem by implementing our smart ID 
card and cafeteria POS services, which lets kids 
simply tap to pay. Parents can add money directly 
into their accounts; the system is automatically set for 
those receiving free or reduced lunch. No one is the 
wiser and lunch shaming is stopped in its tracks.
Congratulations to New Mexico and we hope to see 
more states follow their lead.

- Maged Atiya, Ph.D., ScholarChip Founder, CEO/CTO
Dr. Atiya is ScholarChip’s founder and principal partner, ’s founder and principal partner, ’
responsible for managing system and application develop-
ment with an eye towards emerging technologies. He 
founded the company in 2000 to provide school districts with 
fast and powerful computing in order to centralize security 
and operations into a single low maintenance system. He was 
twice elected to a New York Public School Board. York Public School Board. Y

New Mexico State 
Senator Mike Padilla 
was a victim of lunch 
shaming; he grew up 
in foster homes and 
was forced to mop the 
�oor of the cafeteria 
while his peers 
watched. He said, “It 
was very obvious who 
the poor kids are
in school.”Senator Mike Padilla
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